16L   DEPUTATION TO LORD SELBORNE
Before presenting a statement on the position of British Indians in the Trans-
vaal, Gandhiji addressed His Excellency as follows :
[JOHANNESBURG,]
November, 29, 1905
Before beginning to deal with the subject matter of this deputation,
I have to tender our respectful thanks to Your Excellency for having
spared the time amidst the many calls upon it to receive this deputation.
As Your Excellency has personally interested yourself in every question
submitted to you, it was felt that we should, instead of simply sending
memorials, seek the opportunity of expressing our sentiments and feelings
in a more tangible manner.
Before I deal with the statement I am to hand to Your Excellency,
I have been asked to mention two matters that have occurred during
your recent tour through the Transvaal. Your Excellency is reported to
have said at Potchefstroom that "no non-refugee British Indians would
be allowed to enter the Colony until the Representative Assembly has
considered the question next year". If the report is correct, it would,
as I hope to show this afternoon, be a very grave injustice to the vested
rights of the Indian community. At Ermelo, Your Excellency is reported
to have used the expression " coolie store-keepers". This expression has
given very great offence to the British Indians in the Colony, but the
British Indian Association has assured them that the expression has pro-
bably not been used by Your Excellency, or, if it has, Your Excellency
is incapable of giving thereby any intentional offence to British Indian
store-keepers. The use of the word "coolie" has caused a great deal of
mischief in Natal. At one time, it became so serious that the then Justice
Sir Walter Wragg had to intervene, and to put down the use of that
expression in connection with any but indentured Indians, it having been
even imported into the Court of Justice. As Your Excellency may be aware,
it means "labourer" or "porter". Used, therefore, in connection with
traders, it is not only offensive, but a contradiction in terms.
THE PEACE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE
Coming to the statement that the British Indian Association is sub-
mitting to Your Excellency, I would take first the Peace Preservation
Ordinance. Soon after the Transvaal became part of the British Dominions,
the services rendered during the war by the dhooly-bearers that came
with Sir George White, and those rendered by the Indian Ambulance
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